




















NUMBER CLXVI.. 


By ADAM FITZ-ADAM. 











To be continued every TWURSDAY. 





TuurspDAy, March the ath, 1756. 





_ -Falfus bonor juvat, & mendax infamia terret, 
Quem, nifi mendacem, & mendofum ? 
‘To Mr, ‘Fitz-Apam, 


ve MONG all the proftitutions of 
s)“e language, fo juftly obferved by ma- 
t¥3)) ny celebrated writers, I know of 
{5 none more to be lamented, than 
Sees thofe which rob virtue of her true 
title, and ufurp her name and cha- 
racter, 





Ir may be obferved, that in all countries and ftates, 
the farther they have gone from their original purity 
and fimplicity, the greater have their advances been in 
this refpect. The Romans, whofe poverty only kept 
them within the bounds of virtue, when they had quit- 
ted their humble ftation for fcenes of embition and glo- 
ry, not only changed their manners, but loft the fenfe 
of thofe words, which were in high eftimation with 
their anceftors,. The words frugal, temperate aud modeft, 
were no longer held in any degree of reverence, when 
riches and a licentious enjoyment of them, were the 
only things in vogue, ! 

Wer 





96 THE WORLD. No. 166. 


We have gone beyond them in this réfpedt, and 
quite reverfed the meaning of words. Knave and villain, 
formerly the denominations of laudabie induftry, are 
now the marks of the greateft reproach. Our manners 
have adulterated our words; and for fear they fhouid 
reproach us with our.conduct, we disfranchife and con- 
demn them to infamy, that their teftimony may be in- 
valid, and their evidence of no credit. 


THERE are many inftances in modern times, where 
a falfe and blind zeal has heightened the fignification of 
words of very little meaning, to an unaccountable de- 
gree of veneration ; as on the contrary, a loofe and li- 
bertine way of thinking has debafed and fullied thole of 
the higheit dignity. 


I aM nota little pleafed with a faying of king Theo- 
dorick, who being advifed by his courtiers to debafe the 
coin, declared, ‘‘ That nothing which bore his image, 
«« fhould ever lie.” Are we.not all acceffary to the pro- 
pagation of falfhood, when we fuffer any thing that car- 
ries the image and reprefentation of our minds, to be 
guilty of an untruth ; and when we enter into a combi- 
nation, to fupport words in a fignification, foreign to 
their meaning, and quite different from the ideas, thofe 
founds ought to form in oyr minds ? 


‘Custom is the tyrant of language; itcan alter, adjuft 
and new model, but it cannot annihilate. It.can fertle 
new phrafes, introduce a whole colony of fathionable 
nonfenfe from foreign parts, and render old words obfo- 
Jete ; but it cannot erafe idea from language. It can do 
more than an abfolute prince ; -becaufe it can create new 
words ; a privilege which was not allowed to the Roman 
emperor Tiberias, who having coined a word in the fe- 
nate, his flatterers defired it might be adopted into their 
Janguage, as a compliment to the emperor; but an old 
fenator, not quite degenerated from the honeft fincerity 
of his anceftors, made this memorable reply, “ You 
“* may give, fir, the freedom of the city to men, but 
££ not to:words.” 


Tuereis.no word of greater import and dignity than 
HONOUR. It is virtue) adorned with every decoration, 


that 
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sthat-can make it amiable and ufeful in fociety. ‘It is the 
true foundation of mutual faith and credit, and the real 
antercourfe, by which the bufinefs of life is tranfatted 
with fafety and pleafure. It is of univerfal extent, and 
«an be.confined to no particular ftation of life, becaufe it 
is every man’s fecurity, and every man’s intereft. But 
to it’s great misfortune, it’s own virtues have undone it. 
It’s excellent chatacter has of late years recommended it 
fo much to the patronage of the Great, that-they have 
entirely appropriaied it to their own ufe, and communi- 
cated to it a part of their own privileges, that of being 
acceflible only to afew. It now no longer retains it’s 
former good qualities ; it’s real dignity is loft, and it is 
‘become rather the ornament, than the foundation of a 
character: it is a kind of polifh, that implies a finifhed 
character, and too often conceals a very imperfect one. 


Tavs has ponovr got an imaginary title, inftead of 
areal one. It has lott by it’s acquifitions ; and by being 
the particular idol of a few, is nolonger of ufeto the 
many. It’s new-acquired trophies, are’the {poils of it’s 
‘former greatnefs ; and the remembrance of what it was, 
ferves only to heighten ahe maclanchaly idea of what it 
now is. -It. formerly conftantly attended merit, asa 
friend and guardian ; it now accompanies greatneis, as a 
flatterer and parafite. | 


IT isa compliment to the tafte of the prefent age, to 
alledge that HonouR is it’s darling attribute. it isin it- 
felf a compofition of every thing that is valuable and 
‘worthy of commendation; and even in it’s prefent de- 
generate ftate, it is, in a degree, the picture of vIRTUE:: 
itis finely drawn, butthe lines are not juft, and the co- 
lours too glaring. The endeavours of the artifts to fet 
it off to advantage, have made it more like a piece of 
gaudy pageantry, than a true copy of nature. 


To juftify the truth of what I affert, I appeal to you, 
‘Mr. Fitz-~Adam, and beg leave to afk you, what are 
your ideas.of a man, when you hear him particularly re- 
commended as a man of HoNouR? Are your notions at 
all enlarged, in sefpeét to his moral character? Would 
you give him the preference i in your vote, asa reprefen- 
tative of his country in parliament ? Or fhould you con- 
ceive 
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ceive him to have a more than ordinary zeal for the true 
religion of his country ? Would you truft him the fooner, 
were youa tradefman? or could you with more fafety 
admit him into your family, to an intimacy with your 
wife or daughters ? You would undoubtedly rather game 
with him, becaufe he will not cheat; and you would 
be dure to receive ‘your money, if you gained any ad- 
vantage, however his more juft creditors might fuffer, 
You would certainly fhew him more refpett, becaufe 
you dare not affront him; Honour being a thing of fo 
very delicate a nature, that the leaft indignity endangers 
it’s deftruction : having loft it’s true effence, it can only 
be fupported by the courage and zeal of thofe, who will 
not fuffer it’s title to be difputed. 


Wuat is become of poor Honesty? Is fhe confined 
to the habitations of Mark and Mincing lane? Dare fhe 
not appear in the polite world? I make no doubt fhe is 
as frequent in her vifits there, as in any other place; 
but for want of a proper drefs, fhe is obliged to be in cog. 
She is not a little afraid of the pert raillery of Honour, 
whom fhe would be fure to meet in her travels to thofe 
parts of the town; and as the latter is a burlefque on 
-her character, fhe chufes always to avoid her. 


Her name feems to be quite banifhed to the unbred 
world, and is fo much out of vogue at prefent, that an 
‘HONEST MAN, as certainly means a trade{man, as a 
MAN of HONOUR does a gentleman, 


Tue word is fairly worn out: ithas been fo long in 
mercantile hands, that it is no longer fit for gentlemen. 
They have laid it afide by univerfal confent, and be- 
ftowed it, with their old clothes, on their fervants and 
dependants. 


Tue ladies, who form the moft confiderable part of 
the fafhionable world, have a peculiar fort of HONOUR 
of their own, ‘They entrench not upon that, already 
appropriated to the other fex, but take it where the men 
leave it. Confcious of their own frailties and infirmities, 
they are not afhamed to invoke it’s aid and affiftance, to 
guard them in a part, where they imagine they are moft 
liable to a furprize. No other branch of their’ conduét, 
comes within the jurisdiction of HONOUR (for HONOUR at 

prefent, 
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prefent, is no more than what the world.expedts from 
you) they are at free liberty in every other article ; and, 
like our original parents, have but one thing prohibited, 


Tue different value and credit of. particular Yirtues, 
at feveral periods of time, would form a very entertain- 
ing and ufeful hiftory; and by looking back into former 
times, and obferving the different faces and changes 
that virtue has appeared.in, we might reduce it to a.de- 
gree of calculation, and form a -tolerable conjecture 
when any particular {pecies of it would again come into 
fafhion. ‘The prefentrage for liberty, will not eafily.ad- 
mit of many.articles ‘of belief ; they are a-degree-of {er- 
vitude of the mind, which we difdain;:.-but as it is very. 
proper to:obferve fome appearance ofireligion, we volun- 
tarily give/up:the freedom of the boily, to, preferve that, 
of the mind ; and admit:of fome regulations and. reftric- 
tions, which cuftom has eftablifhed as indifpenfably ne- 
ceflary to maintain the:connections of fociabhlife; : ..: 


But the body is ‘full as rebellious asithe mind, ,and 
has as ftrong’an averfiomto reftraint ; for which reafon, 
it has ‘been found’ expedjent to grant:fome degree of in- 
dulgence, to” moderate ‘between spleafure and {tri vir- 
tue, and to make a-compromize. hetween the feverer 
duties, .and moft:prevailing: paffions, |... 


To form this alliancé, and ftrengthen it by the firmeft 
tic, tke word HONOUR -was introduced; a word very 
much the favourite, of yirtue, and fo enchanting in it’s 
found, that vice coyld make no objection. She con- 
fented ; but on thefe conditions, that fhe fhould ‘havea 
due proportion of advantage ; and if it was allowed to 
heighten many virtues, it fhould likewife be permitted 
to cover almoft an equal.degree of vice. Thus it is made 
to ferve both as a cordial and palliative: it exalts the 
character of virtue, and takes off from the deformity of 
vice. But the mixture is fo unnatural, that the poifon - 
getsthe better of the medicine ; and if fome ftrong an- 
tidote is not fpeedily applied, all the humours will be 
witiated, and the whole mafs corrupted. 


No 
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- No perfon who is any ways converfant in antiquity, 
can be ignorant of the allegorical fituation of the temples 
of VirTuE and Honour at Rome. They were fo 
placed, that there was no entrance into the latter, but 
through the former; which has given rife to a very 
beautiful thought in Cicero’s firft oration againft Verres, 
Both thefe temples were built by Marcellus, whofe ori- 
_ ginal defign was to have placed the two goddeffes in one 
temple: but the priefts who are always for extending the 
plan of ceremonial religion, would not permit it ; which 
obliged him to alter his firft intention. But he purfued 
the meaning of it, by building two temples, contiguous 
to each other, and in fuch a fituation, that the only 
avenue to the temple of Honour fhould be through 
the temple of Virtue ; leaving, by this emblem, a very 
elegant ‘and ufeful-lefion to pofterity, that Virtue is 
the only direct road to Honour. ; 


IT is impoffible to have too great.a regard and efteem 
for a man of ftri&t Honour ; but then let him prove his 
right to this’ title, by the whole tenor of! his actions. 
Let him not hold fome doétrines in high eftimation, and 
reje& others of equzi importance : let him neither at- 
tempt to derive his character, or form his conduc from 
fafhion or the opinion of others :_ let a true moral reéti- 
tude be the uniform rule of his actions ; and a juft praife 
and approbation will be their due reward. 
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